
THREE FREE LEI MAKING  
DEMONSTRATIONS WITH BRIAN CHOY 

 
The City & County of Honolulu Department of Parks and Recreation presents three lei making 
demonstrations/workshops taught by one of Hawai‘i’s premier lei making masters, Brian Choy.  
These workshops (these are not hands-on classes) are free and open to the public.  Participants 
are encouraged to enter the Lei Day Contest on May 1st at Kapi‘olani Park.  Mark your calendars 
now - come learn from a master of this art, who shares his love for lei making. 
 
Saturday, January 30, 2010, 9:30A-Noon (limited to the first 40 participants) 
Kamehameha Community Park 
1400 Kalihi Street 
Honolulu, Hawai‘i  96819 
Call:  Carrie Leong @ 832-7819 
 
Saturday, February 6, 2010, 9:30A-Noon (limited to the first 40 participants) 
Wahiaw�  Botanical Gardens 
1396 California Avenue 
Wahiaw� , Hawai‘i  96786 
Call Ka‘iulani Kauahi @ 768-3041 
 
Wednesday, February 17, 2010, 9:30A-Noon (limited to the first 50 participants) 
‘ � ina Haina Community Park 
827 West Hind Drive 
Honolulu, Hawai‘i  96821 
Call Gary Loo @ 373-2722 
 
For more information about the 2010 Lei Day Celebration events and activities, log on to:  
www.honoluluparks.com or call Ka‘iulani Kauahi at 768-3041. 
 
Mahalo nui loa to our sponsors:  Hawaiian Electric (HECO), Times Supermarkets, and the 
Hawai‘i Tourism Authority. 

 
30 Years of Lei Competitions 

 
My family and friends have been avid lei makers for 30 years.  We were introduced to Hawaiian 
lei making in Beatrice Krauss’s Ethno botany of Hawai‘i class at Lyon Arboretum in 1976.  Lei 
making became a life-long passion.  We would watch and learn from lei makers who became 
more than just our teachers but treasured friends and “family” – Irmalee and Walter Pomroy, 
Marie and Roen MacDonald.  Many lei makers who also entered the May Day Lei Competition 
also became our friends; we enjoyed the friendly competition with each other and looked 
forward to seeing each others’ lei every year.  We asked special lei makers to teach us new skills 
– Ainsley Helemano (haku with k�) and Roy Benham (hala lei). 
 



We entered our first City and County of Honolulu May Day Lei Competition in 1976.  Since 
1976, at least some of us have entered the lei competition every year.  We learned how to grow 
our own lei material, how to pick native lei material from the wild with care, and how to 
supplement our garden and the native forest with commercial flowers.  Family and friends 
generously shared their gardens with us.  Whenever possible, we would teach lei classes, 
participate in workshops on Hawaiian lei making, or demonstrate Hawaiian lei making. 
 
Although we still love to make lei, we have decided to retire from lei competition. 
 
But we are concerned with the future of the City and County of Honolulu May Day Lei 
Competition.  We ask lei makers to please consider entering lei and perpetuate the May Day Lei 
Competition since it is such a beautiful tradition in our islands. 
 
You may ask why I am talking about the May Day Lei Competition when it won’t take place 
again until May 1, 2010.  Entering the May Day Lei Competition is not a spur of the moment 
decision unless you are already a passionate lei maker and have a garden full of palapalai fern 
and other lei material.  You do have to plan ahead and think about what you will need to make 
that special lei that will catch the judge’s eye.  If you are unable to make the workshop, copies of 
my workshop presentation “Planning to Enter the May Day Lei Competition” is available on the 
parks website at:  www.honoluluparks.com  
 
Mahalo, 
Brian J. J. Choy 
 
P. S. The following photographs of my lei are by Minako Ishii Kent of Beyond Borders Images 
(she often has been the official photographer for the City and County of Honolulu Lei Day 
Celebration). 
 

 
 


